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Winter 2011 Newsletter

_____________________________________________________________________________________
For more information contact:	Your local Health Department Director, or
	Julie Tunney, Coordinator,  NENCPPH  at  jtunney@arhs-nc.org 
What is the Northeastern North Carolina Partnership for Public Health?  
The Northeastern North Carolina Partnership for Public Health (NCNCPPH) is a partnership of health departments in Northeastern NC which have come together to collectively address the community’s health by sharing best practices and resources.  Currently the NENCPPH represents nine health departments and 15 counties.

Community Health Assessments Completed
The Albemarle Regional Health Services has made available their 2010 Comprehensive Community Health Assessment of the following counties:  Bertie, Camden, Chowan, Currituck, Gates, Pasquotank, and Perquimans.   You can view the report at www.arhs-nc.org .

Hyde County Health Department awarded $330,675 grant
This past month Hyde County Health Department was awarded a $330,675 grant by the Kate B. Reynolds Charitable Trust.  For the next three years, Hyde County Health Department will partner with Hyde County Schools and East Carolina University faculty to implement a multi-pronged effort for community change.  The funds will be used to support community-wide physical activity and healthy living initiatives that will allow Hyde County to provide programs that address obesity and related chronic illnesses, according to Smith.  “The grant from Kate B. Reynolds Charitable Trust will give us additional resources to continue our work and to focus on the obesity epidemic in our county,” Smith said.

Beaufort Health Director to SC
Roxanne Holloman, Health Director of Beaufort County Health Department, has been invited to present to Public Health Leaders in South Carolina on Tuesday, February 22nd about the experiences of Health Departments in NC with lean QI. They want me to tell our story; how there are early visual wins and staff get excited, and the obstacles we have faced. This will be during the Quality Improvement portion of a two-day Health Services Management Training Program.  Bonnie Zell, MD  from Washington DC, who attended QI 101 with our State QI program, invited Roxanne.  The seminar is for South Carolinian Public Health Leaders, all of whom are State employees.  Roxanne agreed to provide more details later.


NENCPPH Program Updates

New Partnership Hire
Christine Ransdell, MA, has accepted the position of Public Health Educator II – Eastern Regional Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention Coordinator for the Partnership’s Heart Disease and Stroke Prevention program.  She will be employed through Albemarle Regional Health Services with Jill Jordan as her Immediate Supervisor.  She is scheduled to start work on March 15, 2011.  Christine has been working with the Nash Health Care Systems in Rocky Mount, NC for the past six years.  Presently, she serves as the Physician Relations Coordinator for the Medical Staff Services, and prior to this position, she served as Customer Services Coordinator with Public Relations at Nash Health Care Systems.  Other experience includes being a Research Associate with the Department of Internal Medicine, Brody School of Medicine, as well as with the Naval Hospital in Cherry Point as a Clinical Preventive Services Coordinator,  and with the American Lung Association as Assistant Director of Program Development.  Christine also taught Health 1000 as a Graduate Assistant at East Carolina University, and worked as a Health Promotion intern with the University of Wisconsin Center for Tobacco Research and Intervention.  

Heart Disease/Stroke Prevention
We are in the fourth year of a five-year Centers for Disease Control and Prevention grant from the State Heart Disease/Stroke Prevention (HDSP) Branch.  The grant supports one Regional HDSP Coordinator who works closely with her counterpart in Pitt County (Elynor Wilson, MPH)  to address policy-level changes, provide trainings,  conduct quarterly meetings, coordinate updates of  the Eastern North Carolina Stroke Network website (www.encsn.org ),  and facilitate media campaigns and materials related to heart disease and stroke prevention.  The Stroke Network continues to be active and growing in number.  The winter ENCSN quarterly meeting addressed patient and family-centered care for stroke patients, telehealth and chronic care management, and assistive technology for stroke patients.  The next meeting will be the EAHEC Annual Stoke Conference scheduled for April 15, 2011 in Greenville, North Carolina.  Scholarships will be available to attend this conference.    
Please bookmark the webpage for the Eastern North Carolina Stroke Network at www.encsn.org  for educational materials and resources and to learn more about the five workgroups; Hospitals’ Plans of Care, Quality Improvement, Community Prevention Education, Continuing Education, and  Stroke Rehabilitation.   

Health Disparities
This three-year Community Focused Eliminating Health Disparities Initiative from the State Office of Minority Health and Health Disparities is focused on increasing awareness of health disparities and developing solutions with local Disparity Gap Coordinators.  The Regional Disparities Coordinator is conducting focus groups, holding meetings and trainings, assisting the Disparity Gap Coordinators to review and revise their county action plans, planning a leadership conference, and developing  an Eastern Health Network.  The Eastern Health Network will create collaborations between faith based organizations, health departments, schools, government, and community based organizations.  The project will create avenues to strengthen communities via capacity and infra-structure building and sharing resources across county lines to eliminate health disparities in the eastern region of North Carolina.  To date, 2 of the 5 focus groups have been completed in the piloted counties (Bertie, Northampton), with 2 more focus groups scheduled for Feb. 17th (Hertford County) and Feb. 28th (Edgecombe County).  Beaufort County is currently having conversations with a local church to set up a date for focus group activity. Gap Coordinators are currently updating local “Call to Action” action plans and will be submitting to Regional Coordinator for review and to evaluate progress.  Regional Coordinator is currently recruiting individuals to assist with planning the upcoming Leadership Conference.  In addition, “Giving Clarity to Disparities” Newsletter is scheduled to be distributed in the region late March.

 (
Upcoming Events
  
NENCPPH Strategic Planning Session is 
Coming
 up in March!
  The Board will be hearing
 reviews of NENCPPH current projects, reviewing the Partnership’s vision, mission and goals, and establishing priorities for the future direction of the Partnership.
)
LEAN
We are currently in the second round of LEAN Kaizen events for our member health departments.  LEAN is a continuous quality improvement tool which has been very beneficial to the streamlining and flow of services provided in the health departments.  More efficient and effective processes are being reported as a result of LEAN.  Seven health departments completed their second Kaizen, one will complete it in March 2011, and the money from the remaining health department will be used to fund a LEAN 300 training for facilitators (2 staff from each department) in early summer.   Also early summer will be a LEAN Kaizen for Beaufort’s WIC Department, which they have budgeted for their staff. 
 (
A short history of medicine
:
Patient: "I have an ear ache."
Physician
:..
2000 B.C. - Here, eat this root.
1000 A.D. - That root is heathen, say this prayer.
1850 A.D. - That prayer is superstition, drink this potion.
1940 A.D. - That potion is snake oil, swallow this pill.
1985 A.D. - That pill is ineffective, take this antibiotic.
2000 A.D. - That antibiotic is artificial. Here, eat this root. 
http://www.butlerwebs.com/jokes/medical2.htm
   (
last edited 03/26/08)
)






Calendar of Events 
Feb 22	2:00 pm	NENCPPH Finance Committee
Feb 24	10:00 am	NENCPPH Executive Committee
Feb 26    8:30 am	Diabetes Day, Edenton Baptist Church, 200 S. Granville St., Edenton.  Registration at 8:30 am.  Contact nmorgan@arhs-nc.org for more information.
Feb 28	NENEPPH members: List of County Needs (3 community health  needs and 3 Operational needs) for strategic planning meeting  due to Julie

Mar 22  2:00 pm 	 NENCPPH Finance Committee
March 24 10:00-4:00  	NENCPPH Board Meeting/Strategic Planning Meeting
March 25 9:00-12:00  	NENCPPH Strategic Planning Meeting
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